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Lux xix. 41. 


And when he was come near, and beheld the City, 
He wept over it. 


HE City here ſpoken of was Jeruſalem, the Ca- 

pital of Judea; the Centre of the Religion and 

Power of the TJew:/h Nation, and the Centre of 

the Sins and Miſeries of that unhappy People. 

It was the laſt time of our Saviour's entring this Devoted 

City, when he was ſo deeply affected by the Contemplation 
of its Paſt, Preſent and Future State. 


Feruſalem was once a fair Place, and the Joy of the whole 
Earth; diſtinguiſhed by a Privilege, more valuable than 
Extent of Territory; God was well known in her Palaces, 
as a ſure Refuge. In our Saviour's time, the Independency 
of the Jewiſh State was loſt ; their Religion, the Fountain 
and Support of their Proſperity, was groſsly corrupted, and 
their Morals were ſuch, as are, in all Ages and Nations, 
Prognoſtics of Public Ruin. 


Every true Mraelite muſt have grieved to ſee this Progreſs 
towards the Beginning of Sorrows ; but our Lord ſaw like- 


wiſe the End of them. Their final Ruin was an Event, 


indeed, which had befallen other very powerful Kingdoms 


and 
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and States; but ſome of the Dreadful Calamities preceding 
it were peculiar to their Caſe; and whilſt theſe crowded 
upon His Mind, they were greatly aggravated, by the Sin- 
gular, Impious Obſtinacy, with which this once Favourite 
People of God was then Plunging into Miſery. This it was 
chiefly, as appears from His w hen Fi that made ſuch an 


Impreſſion upon Him, that when He came near, and be- 
held the City, He WErr over it. 

His Tears give us a very N Inſtance of ht 
fect Goodneſs of his Heart; for he lamented the Sins, and 
the impending Miſeries, of a People, who He knew would 


fill up the Meaſure of their Iniquitics, by their Perſecution 
of Him, | 


But our preſent Solemnity directe us to a * Genn 5 
Uſe of my Text. We are reminded by the Words before 


us, that the State of a Nation, e Wilfully into Ruin, 
is Deplorable. 


The Proſpect of National Run, in emen, is very 
Melancholy and Affecting. Moſt-Men have a ſtrong Re- 
gard for the Objects and Families, with which they are 
converſant; for their own Subſtance and Poſterity; for the 
good things they received from their Anceſtors; for the 
Form of Religion and Government, under which they live. 


This Affection inclines us to wiſh, that the Preſent, or 
a Better State of things may continue to the End of our 
Days. * of us naturally look farther, and wiſh, that 


whatever 
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whatever we eſteem Valuable may be tranſmitted to Poſ- 
terity; that both our Families and our Property may be 
Perpetuated. We may indeed defeat our own Intention; 
for ſome of the Steps we take may help to accelerate a ge- 
neral Ruin; but Men do not act with this View; they pre- 
ſume upon leaving the World as Stable and Laſting, as they 
found it, and their own Share ſecure for Ages to come. 


' Upon this Preſumption, great Part of the Buſineſs of 
human Life, and.moſt of the Purſuits of Avarice and Am- 
bition are carried on. So that the Foreſight of National 
Ruin ſhocks the whole Syſtem of Selfiſh and Social Af- 
fections; of human Prejudices and Expectations. | 


It appears to the Mind of Man ſo Complicated and Dread- 
ful an Evil, that among the Many, who contribute to raiſe 
the Painful Proſpect, Few are abandoned enough, to behold 
it with Indifference. For it is Terrible, from whatever 
Cauſe it be collected; not equally terrible indeed to All Men; 
for all Men are not Provident, and many are Incredulous; but 
we know by Experience, that the Conſternation would be 
General, if the Ruin were Manifeſtly Near and Certain. 


What then muſt paſs | in the Mind of a Lone of God and 
his Country, perſuaded of the natural Tendency of Sin 
and Wickedneſs, and obſerving a General Diffoluteneſs 
in Men's Opinions, in their Lives and Manners ! For the 
Proſpect of the Fall of a State from the Eminence, to 
which Religion and Virtue had raiſed it, is attended with 
ſome Circumſtances — Dreadful. There are ſtrong 


Grounds 
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Grounds to think it Inſallible, unleſs prevented by a Re- 
formation; for a Wicked People cannot long be Free, or 
Independent, or Great, The Ruin will be extremely Ig- 
nominious to the Age in which it commences ; and it is 
hardly Recoverable; for the Fabric demoliſhed had been 
erected by the Wiſdom and Virtue of Ages. 


Preſent Proſperity is frequently pleaded in anſwer to Ap- 
prehenſions of this Sort, and the Plea is urged, with a 
ludicrous Triumph, by Thoughtleſs Men. But they would 
ridicule the Preſage of a Diſeaſe, when Men in Health and 
Vigor are Intemperate ; or of Poverty, when Men of For- 
tune exult in ſuch Appearances of Wealth, as tend to con- 
ſume it, All this is to Thoughtleſs Men a mere Refinement 
of Speculation. | | 


But Experience will ſtand the Teſt of Ridicule. The 
ordinary Courſe of Things is the ſame, whether Men ap- 
prehend it or not; and we have the Experience of Cri- 
tical Times to allege, in Support of the Obſervation, That 
the Strength of a State confiſts not ſo much in its Riches, 
or its Military Force, or other External Appearances of 
Power, as in the Virtue of the People, upon which depends 
the Right and Vigorous Application of any Inſtruments of 
Power. Conſequently, the Fall of a State is not ſo certainly 

to be gathered from the Decay of its Wealth, or the Diſſi- 
pation of its Military Force, as from the Diſuſe of thoſe 
Principles, which render Men Juſt and Benevolent to each 
other, and Zealons for God and their Country, | 


Hence 
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Hence, we read a Pious King, lamenting, with the 
ſtrongeſt Expreſſion of Grief, the Degeneracy of his Sub- 
jects. Mine Eyes guſh out with Water, becauſe Men 
« keep not thy Law.” Why was a Prince, who was re- 
ſpected at Home, and victorious abroad, thus afflicted at 

the Wickedneſs of his People? Becauſe he knew their Vir- 
tue to be his Principal Strength; that, in conſequence of 
their Sins, they would be Weakened, as well as forſaken 
by God, and that then they would neither be a Match for 
their Enemies, nor ſecure from themſelves. 

So natural, and ſo well authoriſed, is a forrowful Con- 
eern for our Country, when endangered by Sin and Ini- 
quity! The natural Expreſſion of Concern, the right Con- 
duct of a Mind in this State, is, to ſeek the moſt Solid Re- 
lief. Our Religion, in preſcribing the ſame Conduct, points 
out the Relief, and the Means of obtaining it. When we 
are directed to have Recourſe to God, and to put our Truſt 
in God, we are directed to the only Power ſuperior to the 
Danger; and the many preſſing | Calls to Repentance in 
Scripture imply, that our Sins ſeparate between us and our 
God. The firſt Meaſure therefore of Prudence as well as Re- 
ligion, is, to uſe the neceſſary Means towards blotting out 
our Sins. Moſt Men being more or leſs Partakers in the 
Wickedneſs of the Times, have Reaſon, more or leſs, to 
reproach themſelves. We may have Reaſon likewiſe to 
reproach one another; but Reproaches of other Men effect 
little, where ſo many are Culpable; and the Reproach is 
moſt Equitably and Uſefully | diſtributed, when every Man 
applies 
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applies a due Proportion of it to himſelf. The Effect of 
Self-Reproach is Humiliation. Till this Effect is produced, 

till we are ſenſible of our Real State, we are not qualified 
to Reform it; and without Reformation, there is no Au— 
thority for ſuppoſing x us 21 Objects of the Protection of 
Heaven. 


Theſe are Conſiderations, which a F SW to his 3 
who believes a Divine Providence, cannot conſiſtently re- 
ject. Hence the Religious Obſervance of theſe Days is a 
Teſt of Public Spirit; for it is an Evidence, that we are 
Affected by the Dangers impending over our Country. So 
that our own Reputation, as well as the Public Intereſt, is 
concerned, in carrying this Evidence as far as poſſible; in 
ſtrengthening this Humiliation of Mind, by Mortification 
'of the Body. 


Enjoyments, which at other Times are  Tanocent, be- 
come Unnatural and Indecent, when the Overflowings of 
Ungodlineſs make us afraid. We know, beſides, how dif- 
ficult a Matter it is, to reſume the great Work of Self- 
Recollection, when once it hath been interrupted ; and a 
Superficial Review of ourſelves makes little or no Im- 
preſſion ; for we are apt to conſult our preſent Peace, by 
going away, and forgetting. what Manner of Men we 
are. | | 

But if Decency requires us to abſtain from Innocent En- 
joyments, we have higher Obligations, to begin, at theſe 
Times, the Neceſſary Work of Abſtinence from Sin. This 


the Faſt, which God hath n for this is indeed to 
Foäaſt 


bs 
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Faſt unto Him. The miſtaken Notion of Repentance, as 
if it conſiſted in a Sorrow for Sin, and nothing more, is, 
not Proſeſſedly avowed, even in thoſe Countries, where 

_ Confeſſion and Abſolution are a regular Traffick; and it 
has no Foundation in the Goſpel, for the n Word. 
there uſed, ſignifies, a Change of Mind. 


We have been ſuppoſing a Friend to his Country, or a 
whole Nation, Humbled before God, Penitent, and Anxi- 
ous for the Removal of Divine Diſpleaſure. Can we ſup- 
poſe a more abſurd Piece of Self-Deceit, or any Courſe of 
Action more like a Deliberate Mockery of God, than an Im- 


mediate Return to the ſame Manners, which have been the. 
Subject of ſo Solemn a Renunciation ? 


But as there is Ground to apprehend ſuch Inconſiſtency, 


when other Objects efface the Impreſſion of a Religious 
Solemnity, it is Expedient, that they, who are ſuppoſed to, 
have ſtrengthened their Minds by Education, againſt this! 
Facility of reſigning a good Impreſſion for a bad one, Per- 
ſons, I mean, of Rank and Weight in the Community, | 
ſhould aſſiſt their Country on the Occaſion, by Exerting the 
Power of their good Example. They are preſumed to he 
the Beſt Judges of the Dangers, that beſet us; and they 
have Moſt Reaſon to be concerned for their Country,” 
when they ſee it Declining. They can Counter-act the 
Operations of Sin and Wickedneſs, by conſulting their own 
Happineſs, in a Virtuous Courſe of Life. And as the Mul- | 
titude will follow them in doing Good, almoſt as Naturally, 

B 2 as 
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as it follows them in doing Evil ; they may contribute more 
Effectually to the Safety of the State in that Way, than in 
enforcing, by mere Authority, the Wiſeſt Regulations of 
Civil Policy. 


I beg Leave to apply W hath been ſaid, of the Proſpect 
of National Ruin, to our own Caſe ; to the Natural, Civil, 
and Religious State of this Country. Our public Profperity 
conſiſts in the Bleſſings we enjoy in each of thoſe Reſpects. 
If our Conduct, with reſpect to each, ſhould appear to 
| threaten, however remotely, the Loſs of thoſe Bleſſings, 
that is, the Ruin of our Poſſeſſions, our Liberty, and our 
Religion ; then we have Matter ſufficient for the Serious 
Employment of this Day ; Motives in abundance, to be 


concerned for our Poſterity, to Humble Ourſelves, and to 
Reform. * 


By the Natural State of our Country Imean, the Advan- 
tages ariſing from our Situation, in Point of Plenty and 
Defence. Our Times even of Scarcity are equal to the 
Abundance of ſome Countries; and, in the Midſt of a War, 
in which we are Principals, we enjoy moſt of the Bleſſings 
of Peace. 


That we enjoy them Luxuriouſſy, is a Complaint, 
which may be exaggerated ; for Wealth and Plenty will 
tolerate many Things, which have the Appearance of 
Folly. But it is more difficult, to reconcile to the good 
Senſe of this Nation, that we enjoy our Proſperity ot 
ſidetately; that we receive it, as Independent of God; and 

many 
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many of us, in our ſeveral Stations, Neglect or Obſtruct the 
human Means, requiſite to ſupport it. 0 


We are Indiſputably as Dependent upon the Will of 
God, as other Nations. All our Proſperity is a Tenure from 
Him, who can make a Fruitful Land Barren; who can 
break down Strong Holds, ſet up the right Hand of our 
Enemies, and make our Adverſaries to rejoice. We ob- 
ſerve this Power. exerted in other Countries ; and we read 
| Inſtances of it, in different Parts of our own Hiſtory. 


It appears abundantly from Scripture, that God expects 
Gratitude from Man, in Return for His Bleſſings. The 
Religion, of which God Himſelf: preſcribed the. Rites and 
Ceremonies, made it an indiſpenſable Duty, to celebrate 
the Divine Goodneſs, by Sacrifices and Oblations. When 
the Chriſtian Religion took place, the only Sacrifice en- 
joined was that of our Lips, our Hearts and Lives. The 
Mercies of God being more amply diſplayed, it would be 
abſurd to ſuppoſe the Gratitude of Man aboliſhed, along 
with thoſe Solemn Expreſſions of Gratitude, It was only 
the Manner of returning Thanks, that was e for 
one incapable of Diſſimulation. 


Are we, in any Proportion, diſtinguiſned by this Habi- 
tual Genuine Gratitude, as we are, by our uninterrupted 
Courſe of Happineſs? Is it not rather the Character of this 
Nation among Foreigners, that we enjoy the Bounties of 
Heaven with a Wantonneſs, Impious, conſidering our Ob- 


lgation to God; Fooliſh, conſidering our Dependence 
upon 
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upon Him; and Ridiculous, even if we were perfectly In- 
dependent and Secure? 


Had this Iſland been the Theatre of War, which many 
of us not long ſince thought a Poſſible Caſe, we ſhould 


have felt Experimentally the Preſumption of conſidering 
our Proſperity, as Stable in itſelf, and Independent of Pro- 
vidence. We ſhould probably have defeated the Raſh 


Deſigns of the Invader; but our Superiority might have | 


been aſſerted, at an Expence of Blood, and with a Confuſion, 
of which we have but a faint inadequate Idea from the 
diſtant Groans of thoſe Countries, where the Fury of War 
ſpreads Horror and Deſolation, even on the Victorious 
Side. If Victory be thus conſiſtent with ſome degree of 
Public Ruin, what would have been our Situation, if God 
our chief Protector, had forfaken us, in a Day of Battle; 
if we had wanted Judgment to diſpoſe, and Spirit to apply, 
the Materials we have for our Defence; and if thoſe Invi- 
ſible Operations of Divine Power, which we call the Chance 
of War, had been turned againſt us! 


I mAtion theſe, as bare Poſſibilities ; for, even in this 
View, the Conſideration of them is ſufficient, to awaken 
us out of that Pernicious Security, which excludes from 
our Thoughts the Great Governor of the World, to whom 
Kings are Subjects, and in whoſe Sight Nations are not 
more Self- ſufficient, than Individuals. 


Whilſt we thus endanger our National Proſperity, by not 
_ caring for God, from whom we derive it ; do we, in our 


ſeveral 


j 
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ſeveral Stations, endeavor to ſecure it Better by Human 


Means; by ſuch a Regard to Public Good, as the ee 
nuance of that Good requires ? 

It is not perhaps Peculiar to this Age, or to this Nation 
to abound in Men, who gratify their ſelfiſh Paſſions, in a 
manner detrimental to their Country; nor is the Miſchief 
they do always Immediately Perceptible; for it is ſome- 
times Counteracted by Better Minds; but in whatever Age 
or Nation ſuch Men abound, the Community is weakened; 
in Proportion to their Number and Abilities; for the Prin- 
ciples, upon which they act, being dire&ly oppoſite to thoſe 
Principles, by which Bodies of Men become Conſiderable 
in the World, it would be tedious to ſhew, that my will 
produce the Oppoſite Effect. 


Whether thoſe among us, who are chargeable, with 
having ſuffered their Social Affections to be Abſorbed in 
little narrow Views of their own, be ſufficiently Numerous 

or Conſiderable, wholly to diſpoſſeſs us of our Public Pro- 
ſperity, cannot be Preciſely determined. But that there 
are many, in moſt Ranks of Life, who, in a Competition 
between Public and Private Intereſt, decide in Favor of the 
latter; without a Thought beyond the ſhort Period of their 
own Lives, or beyond the ſeeming Intereſt of their own 
Families; that there are ſome, who will hazard the Imme- 
diate Ruin of their Country, rather than ſuffer an Oppor- 
tunity of Extraordinary Lucre to eſcape them ; are Obſer- 


vations, Melancholy and Diſgraceful, _—_ too well Autho- 
riſed, to be Diſſembled, 


we” 
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If the Miſchief ariſing from this Spirit of Depredation 
were no more, than a ſenſible Diminution of the Public 
Strength, poſſibly ſome Fortunate Event, or ſome Superior 
Characters might repair it. But the ſame Spirit is pregnant 
with another Miſchicf, not ſo eaſily Reparable. To Juſtify 
themſelves, or to extenuate their Guilt, ſuch Men are dri- 
ven to the Wicked Expedient, of Depretiating and Ridi- 
culing the Love of Country, upon which Public Happineſs 
in ſo great Meaſure depends ; that Love of Country, which 
hath animated the Beſt Men in all Ages, to hazard their Lives 
and Fortunes, and hath rendered their Names Illuſtrious, 
even among Nations, who have no Intereſt in their Virtues, 

It ſeems difficult to Eradicate this Noble Paſſion wholly 
out of the Heart of a Being, formed for Society; but the 
End of ſuch Men is anſwered, if we are only Aſhamed to 
Profeſs the Paſſion ; and Contemptuous Ridicule has a ſur- 
prizing Effect, in diſcountenancing our Beſt Principles. But 
| whilſt they carry the Point, of appearing leſs Profligate 
than they really are, by diſcrediting Virtue itſelf ; what will 
become of a Nation, when it is overrun with ſuch Cha- 
rafters? It muſt, in the End, fall an Eaſy, and therefore a 
Deſpicable Prey, to the firſt Enemy, who has more National 
Spirit in Attacking, than the People have, in providing" for 
| their Defence, or in Defending themſelves. . 

Let us next conſider our Conduct, with — to our 
Civil State. 

We juſtly boaſt of the Liberty, ſecured to us at the 


Ever Memorable Revolution, and Protected, for near half 
F a Cen- 
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a Century paſt, by the Illuſtrious Family on the Throne. 
No Deliberate Deſign, of ſubverting this Bleſſing, is charge- 
able, as a National Act, upon the preſent Generation. So 
far we appear to have a Senſe of the Value of Liberty. 


But as Liberty is a Moral Bleſſing, and the Enjoyment 
and Continuance of it depend upon ourſelves, we have 
abundant Matter for Self-Examination in this Article. Is 
our Excellent Conſtitution as ſecure from Ourſelves, as it is 
from any Invaſion on the Part of the Crown? Do we re- 
member, that the Virtue, the Self-Government, of our An- | 

| _ceſtors, was the Means of acquiring and tranſmitting to us 
our Liberty ? They left it indeed wiſely ſecured by Statutes 
and Charters ; but theſe are only Fences againſt External 
Encroachments. The moſt Laſting Security of this our In- 
valuable Birthright, with due Reſpect to Government be it 


ſpoken, is the Probity, the Integrity, the Virtue of thoſe, 
who enjoy it. 


For Liberty is not, as it ſeems to be miſunderſtood by 
Diſſolute Men, the Power of acting up to our Paſſions and 
Appetites ; but the Power of acting up to Right Reaſon; 
and a Security againſt Compulſion, from Ourſelves as well 
as others, to do or ſuffer what we ought not to do or ſuffer, 
So that Virtue is eſſential to the Poſſeſſion, as well as Acqui- 
ſition of this happy Privilege. Virtuous Men are not wholly 
enſlaved, under the moſt Deſpotic Government. In a Land 
of Liberty, they poſſeſs Perfect Freedom; if numerous, 
they are a Bulwark againſt Oppreſſive Deſigns. Vicious 
Men, being Slaves to their Vices, will be Slaves, in a Land 

| C "of 
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of Liberty. The Appearances of Freedom they enjoy, 
amount to little more, than Impunity ; which may occaſion- 
ally be enjoyed, under the Worſt Form of Government, as 
well as the Beſt, | 

As it is extremely difficult, to aſcertain, with Preciſion, 
the State of Virtue among us; I would not be underſtood, 
to intimate, that the Majority of the People of this Land are 
of the Claſs of thoſe, who avail themſelves of Impunity. 
We may rather hope, that the Majority is on the other 
Side; for the Virtuous, being Peaceable and Gentle, are but 
little obſerved ; whilſt Vicious Men, being Boiſterous and 
Miſchievous, attract our Attention, and ſwell our Complaints. 


But the Queſtion, which more immediately concerns us 
at Preſent, is, ſince Virtue is eſſential to Liberty, and ſince 
good Example is neceſſary towards the Propagation of Vir- 
tue, Are the Virtuous, in the Superior Parts of Life, fo Nu- 
merous, as they ſhould be for the Preſervation of Liberty? Is 
there a Prevailing Sobriety of Manners ? a Spirit of Reſolute 
Self-Denial? Do we abound in Characters, Virtuous enough 
to exerciſe, with Dignity, the Power of doing that, which 
1s Lawful and Right, on all Occaſions ? 


On the Contrary, the many Vices praQtiſed, in open De- 
fiance of Religion, Morality and Law, expoſe the Declining 
State of Liberty, as Bitterly, as the keeneſt Repreſentation 
of an Enemy. Some very groſs Vices are hardly Irreputa- 
ble; and thoſe, which are, defy Reputation as Confidently, 
as if they were Virtues miſrepreſented. Corruption of Morals 
is always complained of Indiſcriminately by Querulous Men. 

But 
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But one Effect of the preſent Corruption hath been ſenſibly 
felt, in different Parts of the Kingdom. 


The Peace and Order of Society are concerned in the 
External Reſpect paid to Eminent Birth, or Fortune, or 
Station, as an Acknowlegement of the Power of Perſons 
ſo circumſtanced. But this Reſpect will anſwer its end 
very imperfectly, unleſs ſupported by Inward Veneration. 
But what is the Object of Inward Veneration ? Not Birth, 
or Fortune, or Station ; it is the Real Dignity annexed to 
Virtue ; of which when Perſons of Diſtinction diveſt them- 
ſelves, they hurt both the Liberty and Peace of their Coun- 
try, by thoſe Vices, which familiarize them with their In- 
feriors; not in the manner, in which true Humility and 
Benevolence conciliate Affection; it is a ſpecies of Famili- 
arity, which muſt end in Contempt. 


When Superiority is thus Wantonly given up, how can it 
be expected, that a Senſe of Subordination ſhould be deeply 
impreſſed upon Inferior Minds? The Coercive Force of Laws 
may impreſs it for a Time; but Laws are inforced with 
great difficulty by Perſons, who Violate them; and when 
the Multitude is taught, by what paſſes in the World, to 
Diſreſpect Superiors, and to Diſobey Laws, we may be 
Alarmed, but have no cauſe to Wonder, at Tumultuous 
Proceedings, in Deliberate Oppolition to Law. If theſe 
were Exerciſes of Liberty, Liberty would be a Public 
Nuiſance. But they are not more manifeſt Deviations from 
the Principles of Liberty, than the Vices are, to which 


thoſe Outrages may be traced. 
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I mention this, as only one among ſeveral Inſtances, that 
our Liberty is in Danger from Ourſelves; and the Danger 
is Imminent : for Liberty may be as effectually invaded, by 
Violence and Uſurpation, on the part of the Multitude, as 
by an undue Extenſion of the Power of the Crown. Vice 
is a natural Enemy to Order. When Publickly Counte- 
nanced, and Profeſſed, it moves with a Rapid Progreſs 
towards Anarchy; an Evil, as Deſtructive of the Happineſs 
of a Free People, as a complete Reduction to Slavery. 


In the laſt Place, let us turn our Thoughts to our Reli- 


gious State; to the Happineſs we enjoy in that Reſpect, and 
to the Uſe we have made of it. 


The Knowlege of Chriſtianity is Great Happineſs ; for 
the Mind of Man is formed for Religion ; the Chriſtian 
Religion is better calculated for the Happineſs of Man, 
than any other; and the Divine Authority of it is Abun- 
dantly evidenced. Serious men, who have fairly examined 
it, have been convinced of this. 


hut our Happineſs is, the Poſſeſſion of this Divine Syſtem 
of Religion, in a Purity, unknown to great part of the 
Chriſtian World. There was a Time, when a Friend to 
the Religious Rights of Mankind would have thought -it 
the higheſt Wiſh, he could ſecretly entertain for his Country, 
to ſee Chriſtianity Profeſſed and Taught, as it hath been 
Profeſſed and Taught among us, for two Centuries paſt. 
We are apt to grow Inſenſible of every Good, which we 
obtain without Difficulty, and poſſeſs in Peace. But let us 
look at the ſtate of Chriſtianity in Popiſh Countries, and 
we 
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we ſhall, if we have any Senſe of the Uſe and Neceſſity of 
Religion, conſider the Reformation, as the Greateſt Blefling, 
which the Providence of God hath conferred upon us, in 
our preſent State. It reſtored us to the true Comforts and 
Hopes of our Religion, and whilſt the Folly and Danger, of 
relying for Salvation upon Superſtitious Ordinances of Men, 
was juſtly expoſed, the Doctrine of Chriſt recovered its Ori- 
ginal Efficacy, in enforcing, upon thoſe who attend to it, 
Virtues, which render private Men Happy in themſelves, and 
Worthy of Eſteem, and Nations Floriſbing and Powerful. 


Bauch is our Religion, which though ſupported by Eternal 
Sanctions, though Eſtabliſhed by Law, Protected by the 
King, and Reverenced by the Beſt and Wiſeſt Men in the 
Community, is Neglected, Ridiculed, and Denied, by 
Perſons, conſiderable enough in their Station and Abilities, 
to Diſgrace this Proteſtant Church, in the Eyes of Europe. 


It would be no Terror to ſuch Men, to convince them, 
that their Conduct threatens the Overthrow of the Religion 
of their Country. But perhaps it might have ſome Weight, 
if they could be brought to conſider, that there will always 
be Religion, of one kind or other, for Religion is Natural 
to Man; and that, by Subverting the preſent Syſtem, they 
pave the way for one, more Inconvenient to Themſelves, as 
well as Deſtructive of Public Liberty. 


The Church of Rome treats Proteſtantiſm, as no Reli- 
gion; and we need not doubt, that her Emiſſaries here urge 
this as one Argument, that it makes no Impreſſion upon fo 
many of its Profeſſors. The Charge, however well foun- 


ded 
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ded in what they obſerve among Us, may be retorted upon 
many of their own Communion. But it concerns thoſe 
Proteſtants, whom they thus accuſe, to conſider Seriouſly, 
what ſort of a Mind that is, upon which the Chriſtian 
Religion, as we profeſs it, makes no Impreſſion ? 

Or if they deny the Charge, it will then concern them to: 
examine Themſelves, what Foundation they have laid for- 
it? If they have not openly Diſavowed their Religion, 
have they Openly Countenanced it ? Have they frequented 
Religious Worſhip, at other times, than thoſe, when the Law 
requires a Teſt of their Affection to the Religious Eſtabliſh- 
ment? Have they manifeſted, by their Lives and Converſation, 
that ſuch a Teſt was an Evidence of their Real Sentiments ? 


Theſe are Inquiries, which it behoves us, cither to 
anſwer to Ourſelves in the Aftirmative, or to Condemn 


Ourſelves, and Reform. It behoves us, for they are Inte- 


reſting Inquiries; Intereſting to our Country, conſidering 
the Intimate Alliance between our Religious and Civil Con- 
ſtitution ; and Intereſting to Ourſelves, for there is hardly 
a Diſſolute Character among us, who will not, in all Pro- 
bability, ſome time even in this Lite, with, that he had 


been Religious. 


Thus we may gather Motives to Repentance from every 


View of our Condition; whether we conſider our Natural, 


Civil or Religious State, The Evils we obſerve, with Re- 
ſpect to each, may not operate to our Ruin, till ſome very 


Diſtant Period; but yet it is a Deplorable Proſpect, to ſee 
the Means of Happineſs verging towards Miſery, The 


Jewiſh War, which ended in the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 
did 
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did not commence, till near Forty Years, after our Saviour 
Wept, at the F oreſight of it. 

It would doubtleſs be great Preſumption, to forebode 
Deciſively ſo comprehenſive an Evil to our Country, as Na- 
tional Ruin, with a leſs Certain Foreſight of it, than He 
had, of the Overthrow of the Jewiſh State. It would be 
highly Criminal, to repreſent the True State of Things, with 
the View of Diſcouraging a People, engaged in a Juſt and 
Neceſſary War. But it would be doing Injuſtice to this 
Day, to Flatter a Sinful Nation. 

The Review of our Sins is Painful in itſelf ; connected 
with their Conſequences, it is Terrible. But we have it in 
our Power to change the Melancholy Scene. 


God is a Friend, of whom even our' Sins have hitherto 
not been able to deprive us. He hath not indeed Counte- 
nanced our Sins, by granting us a Succeſs, proportioned to 
the Vigor of our Military Preparations; but He ſtill leaves 
us poſſeſſed of Reſources, more than ſufficient, with His 
Aid, to confound the Devices of our Enemies. 

We ſhould have no Pretenſions, in a better State of Re- 
ligion and Morals, than the Preſent, to expect a Superna- 
tural Interpoſition of Providence in our Favor; and the 

Natural Inſtruments, by which we may hope the Divine 
nd Power will aſſiſt us, are our own Virtues. A Love of our 
Country, animated by God, will immediately remove us 
ſome Degrees further from Ruin, by Recovering our Na- 
tional Reputation. If we cheriſh the ſame Spirit, and continue 
it under the ſame Influence, it will revive our Proſperity, and 


reſtore a laſting Peace to our Country. 


But 
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But we muſt firſt be Fit Inſtruments of the Power, and Pro- 
per Objects of the Favor, of God. If the Wickedneſs, juſtly 
complained of, ſhould ever become Univerſal among us, there 
would be no apparent Reaſon, why ſuch a Nation ſhould be 
ſaved; nor would a People, hardened in a Neglect of God 
and their Country, earneſtly Deprecate the Ruin of their Reli- 
gious and Civil Conſtitution. 

But, God be praiſed, our Caſe is not ſo Deſperate. Moſt 
of us wiſh well to our Country, to the Proteſtant Cauſe, and 
to the Efforts of that Magnanimous Prince, who is ſup- 
porting the Proteſtant Cauſe by his Perſonal Merit. Let us 
improve this good Diſpoſition of ours, and not reſt in the 
Inactivity of mere Wiſhes, Let us this Day advance a Step 
farther, and begin to unite in Serving the Cauſe we wiſh 
woll to; in Promoting Public Good; in Diſcarding our Vices; 
in Profeſſing our Religion; and in acting up to our Profeſſion. 


This happy and Honorable Union would intimidate the 
Diſturbers of Europe more effectually, than the moſt Power- 
ful Armaments. It would Invigorate our Councils, our 
Arms, our Laws, and our Fellow-ſubjes in general. It 
may have another Effect, as deſirable, as any of the Bleſſings 
we implore this Day. It may prolong the Life of our Sove- 
reign, and alleviate the great Sorrows of his advanced Years, 
to ſee His People Unanimous, in giving ſo pretious a Mark 
of Duty and Affection to Him, as that of preparing for His 
Royal Succeſſor, a Nation of Brave, Virtuous, Free and Loyal 
Subjects, 
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